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To the Members of the C. L. A.:— 


The Catholic Library Association will hold its first 
annual convention June 27th to 30th next. The meet- 
ings will be held in Music Hall, Cincinnati, concur- 
rently with the 29th annual convention of the National 
Catholic Educational Association, through whose 
gracious courtesy suitable accommodations for our 
sessions will be placed at our disposal. We wish to 
take this opportunity of thanking the officers of the 
N. C. E. A. for their whole-hearted hospitality in 
welcoming us to their place of meeting. 

The importance of this first annual convention of 
our association can hardly be overestimated. We 
have finished the first year of our existence as the 
Catholic Library Association. And in that time expe- 
rience has taught us much. Various problems have 
arisen directly bearing on our work and the best way 
of carrying it out. These problems will be clearly 
and fairly put before the members attending the con- 
vention, their advice and discussion asked for, and 
definite decisions, in accordance with their wishes, ar- 
rived at. In fact, the very keynote of this convention 
will be—getting somewhere through sensible means. 
Theory will be asked to yield to the cold logic of facts. 

Despite many difficulties, real progress has been 
made during the past year. A definite list of members 
has been built up; the CatrHotic Lrprary Wortp has 
improved wonderfully in its printed form, and at last, 
through difficulties untold, the Catholic Periodical 
Index which was doomed to failure, has been given a 
new and stronger life, and its future guaranteed on a 
sound business basis by an agreement with Miss 
Marion Barrows and the H. W. Wilson Company. 

But far from resting satisfied with these achieve- 
ments, we members of the C. L. A. will be present at 
our first convention deeply conscious of the fact that 


we have only begun our great work, and have come ~ 


together on that occasion to give our best thought and 
effort to the carrying on, strengthening and furthering 
of a work so rich in the promise of improving Catho- 
lic libraries and of helping Catholic librarians. 

Come to the convention and help us get nearer to 


our goal! 


M. Stinson, S.J. 
President. 
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Cc. P. I. FOR 1931 TO BE ISSUED AT SERVICE 
BASIS RATE 
The 1931 cumulated volume of the Catholic Periodi- 
cal Index will be published at the service basis rate. 
This equitable arrangement will make for a fair dis- 
tribution of cost among all libraries, large and small, 
who use the Jmdex. Under this satisfactory system 
other indexes of the H. W. Wilson Company are is- 
sued. The proposed service rates are: 
First 10 periodfcals @ .25 each ..... $2.50 
($2.50 minimum) 
Balance of 40 periodicals @ .50 each ....$20.00 
($22.50 maximum) 
In other words, small libraries subscribing for ten or 
less periodicals indexed would pay the minimum of 
$2.50; while libraries subscribing for more than ten 
magazines would pay $2.50 for the first ten, and fifty 
cents for each additional periodical until the maxi- 
mum of $22.50 is reached. Of course, comparatively 
few libraries would pay the maximum. Using 20 
periodicals as the average, the cost would be $7.50. 
The fairness of this service rate is obvious. Each 
library pays for the practical use it derives from the 
Index. 
In commenting on the proposed service rate basis, 
Mr. Wilson says: 


We believe that it would be very advantageous and 
important to adopt the service basis at once and to ask 
subscribing libraries to check the list of periodicals in- 
dexed just as we do with all of our own indexes. We 
believe this would be the best first step to put the Index 
on safe financial basis, and we should hope that the sale 
of the annual might be such that we would be war- 
ranted in suggesting that quarterly publications be taken 
up again in the near future. 

With regard to the service basis, it is of course im- 

portant and desirable that it would offer a rate low 
enough to the various smallest libraries to make it pos- 
sible for them to take advantage of the indexing and to 
lend what small support they are able to the enterprise. 
On the other hand, it is of course necessary that the 
larger institutions having a large number of periodicals, 
and making a large use of the Jmdex should pay a sub- 
stantial rate in order that the total income may be 
sufficient to carry on. 

Promotional work in the interests of the Catholic 
Periodical Index, under the direction of Mrs. Brusie, 
has already begun. Necessary preliminaries have been 
effected. The Wilson Company will have an exhibit 
booth at the National Catholic Educational Associa- 
tion convention at Cincinnati, June 27-30. The 
Catholic Periodical Index will be a prominent feature 
of this exhibit. Mr. Wilson has graciously offered to 
display issues of the WORLD. Of course, we have 
accepted this kind offer. 


| 
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JUNE 27, 28, 29, 30 
‘CINCINNATI—C. L. A. 

There is no ‘need of stressing the importance of at- 
tendance at the first annual convention of ‘the Catholic 
Library Association to tbe held at Cincinnati, June 27- 
30. Catholic librarians will make every effort to be 
present. Of that we are confident. We would like 
to emphasize, however, the importance of several 
questions which will be brought up for discussion, and 
for the solution of which we should have as general 
an expression of opinion as possible. The Catholic 
Periodical Index, our major activity, demands and 
will receive due deliberation. It is essential that all 
librarians, whether by personal expression at Cincin- 
nati.or by letter to us, should register their views with 
regard to suggested changes of policy in editing the 
Index. The membership of our organization can be 
doubled with little united effort. Every member can 
enlist at least one prospective member in the C. L. A. 
Feasible plans for doubling our membership will be 
discussed and acted upon at the convention. If you 
cannot be present at Cincinnati, submit your views on 
the matter to the editor who will act as spokesman for 
you. The future of the ‘Wornp should be a matter of 
great concern ‘to our readers. What are your views in 
this connection? 

In the foregoing paragraph we have merely indi- 
cated some of the problems to be considered at Cin- 
cinnati. In order to determine the sentiment of our 
members with regard to these problems, we have 
requested each member to actively enter into a consid- 
eration of them. The formal program of the conven- 
tion will be practical and constructive. Every paper 
will treat of some important feature of our organiza- 
tion, or of Catholic library development. Each paper 
will be read by a person well qualified to present his 
or her dissertation. The convention itself will aim 
toward practicality. Everyone who attends our ses- 
sions at Cincinnati, June 27-30, will reap abundant 
profit by -his or her presence. Undoubtedly, our first 
annual convention -will be a marked success. 

CONGRATULATIONS 

We heartily felicitate ‘Sister M. Incarnata, librarian 
ef Our Lady of the Lake College, San Antonio, Texas, 
in the grant ‘of $6,000 from the Carnegie F oundation, 
as well as in the acquisition of several thousand sub- 


stantial volumes as donations from loyal friends. Un- 
fortunately, very few Catholic libraries can boast of 


‘such splendid accessions in their annual reports. This 


is .an . Catholic booklovers, either 
through forgetfulness or thoughtlessness, pass from 
this life without having made provision for the dis- 
position of their book treasures. Alumni, and friends 
otherwise generous, are seldom benefactors of books. 
Thousands upon thousands of rare and worthwhile 
volumes are lying untouched in private libraries, or 
have been abandoned ‘in disused attics, the prey of 
dust and consequent disintegration. How eagerly 
would Catholic librarians put into service these for- 
gotten volumes—if they could get their hands on 
them! In the story of Our Lady of the Lake’s good 
fortune in another column, we print the greater part 
of the editorial which appeared in the San Antonio 
Evening News. This recognition in the columns of an 
evening newspaper is a healthy indication of the fine 
spirit of tolerance and library appreciation which pre- 
vails in that community. 
a a 
MERITED RECOGNITION 

It was with extreme pleasure that we read in the 
Brooklyn Tablet of the distinctive honor which has 
been conferred upon one of our loyal and enthusiastic 
members. Rev. Colman Farrell, O.S.B., librarian of 
St. Benedict’s College, Atchison, Kan., has been 
awarded a fellowship for graduate work in library sci- 
ence under the supervision of the University of Chi- 
cago. Father Farrell, who will do most of his re- 
search work at the Library of Congress, will devote 
considerable study to the development of a suitable 
technique for cataloging and classifying Catholic 
literature and official church publications. This is 
merited recognition, both of Father Farrell's well- 
rounded qualifications to do this special research work, 
and of the necessity of bringing to Catholic litera- 
ture the satisfactory classification it sorely needs. No 
more able expert in Catholic library work could have 
been selected. Father Farrell has already done monu- 
mental work in ‘his particular field. No doubt his out- 
standing accomplishments weighed heavily with the 
experts at the University of Chicago. Father Farrell 
will apply himself to a tedious and painstaking task. 
Fortified with expert knowledge, with experience and 


‘with indefatigable zeal, he will devise a scheme of 


classification which will anticipate every contingency. 
Congratulations, Father Farrell! Your success will 
be our success, for in the end Catholic librarians will 
reap the harvest of your prodigious efforts. 


The complete program of our annual convention 
at Cincinnati will appear in the June issue of the 
WORLD. 

The program and the convention itself will 
more than repay you for the trip. | 
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THE WORK WILL GO ON! 

The sympathy of our readers is sincerely extended 
to Rev. Stephen J. Brown, S.J., Director of the Cen- 
tral Catholic Library, Dublin. Several weeks ago 
dispatches brought us the unfortunate news that fire 
had. destroyed some 18,000 volumes of what is, per- 
haps, the most unique Catholic library in the world. 
The history of the Central Catholic Library has been 
an uphill struggle from the very beginning. Shortly 
after its doors were formally opened in 1922, civil 
war broke out and guns were booming around the 
young library which then occupied two large rooms 
over a shop. The library had been settled in its first 
home for not much more than a year when notice was 
received from the landlord to vacate. Search for new 
premises was unsuccessful. The library was obliged 
to go into cold storage, as it were, in a disused stable. 
Eventually, a new location was found in two spacious 
rooms over a garage in a building next door to the 
well-known Theatre Royal. It was in these inade 
quate quarters that Father Brown and his volunteer 
staff endeavored to carry on their great work until 
misfortune again crossed their path, this time disas- 
trous fire. 

Perhaps there is something providential in the fact 
that the Eucharistic Congress will be held in Dublin 
next June. Catholics by the thousands from all over 
the world will be shown the charred ruins of what 
was a few months before a potent agency of Catholic 
Action. Many, no doubt, will evidence their sympa- 
thetic interest by leaving contributions, however 
small they may be. Father Brown will not give up. 
He is an indefatigable worker. His ardor is not 
dampened. The great work will go on. 

a a 
OUR LADY OF THE LAKE COLLEGE, TEXAS, 
RECEIVES $6000 GIFF FROM CARNEGIE 
FOUNDATION 

A gift of $6,000 to the library of Our Lady of the 
Lake College, San Antonio, Texas, from the Carnegie 
Foundation was announced at the annual meeting of 
the board of lay directors by Rev. H. A. Constan- 
tineau, president of. the college. The money will be 
spent over a three-year period in allotments of $2,000 
each. Books for general reference for undergradu- 
ates will be purchased through the foundation. 
Further gifts officially announced were 4,000 rare 
volumes in nine different languages from J. G. 
Kennedy; 600 volumes donated in accordance with 
the will of Msgr. L. Menard, Alexandria, La., which 
includes a complete file of the Catholic World; 200 
volumes donated by Rt. Rev. W. J. Teuerlings, La- 
fayette, La., which includes several rare books on 
theology printed in the 17th century, and a complete 
set of the works of St. Gregory in Latin and Greek ; 
a collection of 221 volumes of the Migne Patristic 
studies in Latin, by friends of Mother Philothea; 
several volumes in Dutch from Archbishop Dros- 
saerts, and about 450 volumes donated by friends. 


Commenting editorially on these genereus, aeces- 
sions to Our Lady of the Lake College, ef which 
Sister M. Incarnata, member of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the C. L. A, is. librarian, the Sam Antonio 
Evening News said: “Recognizing the institution’s 
industry and resourcefulness in building up a library 
of its own, Carnegie Foundation, New York, has 
granted Our Lady of the Lake College in San Antonio 
$6,000 allowance for library purposes. . . . Through 
contributions of books and money from San Antonians 
and friends all over Texas and in other parts, that 
college gradually has accumulated a library of which 
any institution might be proud. A most fortunate 
circumstance is that such gifts encourage others to 
follow the example, so that the good work is cumula- 
tive. ... When the booklover comes to part with his 
cherished life-long companions he can dispose of them 
no more wisely than by leaving them to school or 
college or city library. Thus he may assure himself 
that the volumes will continue being a living in- 
fluence.” 

a 
FIRST COMPLETE EDfTION OF FRANCIS 
THOMPSON JUST ISSUED 

The poetry of Francis Thompson is daily claiming 
more widespread attention and appreciation. He is 
probably the outstanding Catholic poet of the past 
century. Rev. Terence L. Connolly, S.J., Professor of 
English Literature, Boston College Graduate School, 
has made a most valuable contribution to the study 
of Thompson in his beok just off the press, Poems of 
Francis Thompson. This is the most complete edition 
of Francis Thompsen ever printed. Copious notes 
and commentaries, with a helpful bibliography and 
index, bear testimony to the thoroughness of Father 
Connolly’s work. A special students’ edition has been 
brought out which will eventually be used as a text- 
book in most of our Catholic academies and’ colleges. 
The publishers of the volume (Century Co.) have is- 
sued a booklet of suggestions for the use of Poems of 
Francis Thompson. This booklet, prepared by Father 
Connolly, will be an invaluable aid in class study. We 
confidently recommend this volume to our readers 
for two reasons, first, because in Francis Thompson, 
Catholics may well boast of a real poet whese works 
will stand every test of criticism, and second, because 
this first complete edition has been prepared by Father 
Connolly, one who has made an. exhaustive study. of 
Thompson’s life and works to the extent of being 
recognized as perhaps the greatest authority on FPran- 
cis Thompson in the United States today. 

a a 
THE SCIENCE AND CULTURE SERFES 

The Bruce Publishing Co., of Milwaukee, an- 
nounces the publication of The Science end Culture 
Series. This movement is a tribute to their enterprise 
for the series will’ bring to the front sometiiing of 
which we have toe little—the Catholic peint of view. 
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PARISH LIBRARY AT ALBANY OFFERS 
DISTINCT SERVICE TO PEOPLE 
By Rev. R. CHARLES 
Pastor, St. Vincent de Paul Parish, Albany 


The library of St. Vincent de Paul parish, Albany, 
located in the Vincentian Institute, was founded in 
1918. The function of the library was to have been 
towfold. First, for the school, which is obvious since 
it is located in the large school ; second, for the general 
public. Oftentimes I have found that non-Catholics 
were in search of authoritative statements upon Cath- 
olic questions. Since there was then no Catholic col- 
lege in the vicinity, for most of our own people were 
educated in non-sectarian colleges, I found that even 
they have little information upon the Catholic side 
of various issues. Its location on the basement floor 
adjacent to the sidewalk was, from the first, appeal- 
ing. I made a general announcement asking for people 
of leisure to volunteer their services. Thirty-three 
responded, and from then until now they have faith- 
fully given their time to the work. Mrs. Mary B. 
Carey especially took the library course, then a part 
of the New York State system of education, with 
lectures given in the State Education Building. Mrs. 
Carey was thus able to instruct and guide the others 
in a technically complete library. Since the students 
of the library school had to have actual experience, 
they came and fitted out what I might call the me- 
chanics or the administrations of the library. 

Next, we called for additional books of which there 
were thousands lying in the homes of our people. 
Bishop Cusack gave us about three thousand volumes, 
mostly books from the libraries of priests who had 
willed them to the diocese. Here I may say that we 
have been fortunate in contributions from priests. 
Many of the works they possess they use merely for 
reference, and when reference is necessary they can 
go to the library itself for such references. Not long 
after, the city library branch became attached to the 
public school directly opposite our library. Up to 
then, our library had been of a general character for 
both religious and secular works, but for two reasons 
we then concluded to make our library wholly Catho- 
lic. First, our resources could not compare with those 
who had at their command the assets of taxpayers. 
Second, in the school itself we found a disposition to 
use the non-religious works and pass by those of 
Catholic authors, all of whom are making sacrifices 
to write in the interest of the Catholic cause. Since 
that time we have been building up our circulation 
entirely within the school by having the teacher and 
the library work in conjunction to the end that Catho- 
lic literature be used. Emulation is effected by but- 
tons and prizes. 

Next, the Regents of the State of New York 
declared that there should be a special reference 
library for high school students, and accordingly we 


fitted up a beautiful room which is now the reference 
library. During the first year there was only oc- 
casional supervision on the part of one of the Sisters, 
who is also a trained librarian, but we found that her 
many duties in the classroom would not permit her 
to devote her time during study periods to the work 
of the library. Hence, it was haphazard. In the 
second year we secured the services of a college 
woman thoroughly conversant with the work, who 
has attended to it since. Meanwhile, the main library 
has grown to about nine thousand volumes, with reg- 
ular monthly accretions. It had slumped a little in 
the amount of its circulation. I found the cause of 
this to have been that the library was open only at 
irregular periods. That is to say, people would forget 
the days and hours. I concluded only last week to 
establish a daily opening. This, of course, requires 
the services of a paid librarian, who is now working 
under the direction of Mrs. Carey. Already the cir- 
culation has gone forward by leaps and bounds, and 
warrants the extra expenditure, but I did not like at 
all to do away with the voluntary quality of our 
library committee, which, as stated, has been a very 
fine piece of Catholic action. 

The committee has a meeting once a month, and 
the gatherings have always been of a most interesting 
character. I have given them papers upon Church 
History, the adjustment of Medieval Culture to the 
Modern. I have varied the meetings by writing ques- 
tions upon Catholic subjects on slips of paper, have 
the members of the committee draw the slips and 
answer the questions themselves. I have had them 
ask questions upon all sorts of Catholic angles, but 
mainly upon those of current interest. Since many 
of these women have time at their disposal, I have 
had them review books and give us the result of their 
criticism. For a few years I had them conduct story- 
telling hours to our children during the summer. Al- 
though this has been discontinued, it drew many 
children, just to listen. 

a a 


A GUIDE TO NEW BOOKS 

The fourth series of Recommended Books issued by 
the Cardinal Hayes Literature Committee was re- 
cently published. This latest list contains some 97 
titles. Here one will find books for every taste. 
These series are of invaluable assistance to the libra- 
rian, especially with regard to contemporary fiction 
and juvenile literature. 

a 


LITTLE LIBRARY IRONIES 
Worried-looking Borrower: “Have you a copy of 
The Eternal Gentleman, by Belloc or some English 
writer ?” 
Ref. Lib’n (after wild mental gymnastics): “Isn't 
Chesterton’s Everlasting Man the book you would 
like to have?” 
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Should More Periodicals Be Added to 
The Catholic Periodical Index? 


Should Some Periodicals Now Indexed 
Be Dropped? 


What Periodicals Should Be Added and 
What Dropped? 


Should Book Reviews Be Included in 
The Catholic Periodical Index? 


By What Most Effective Means Can We 
Greatly Increase Membership? 


The discussion of these questions, and others of 
equal importance, will occupy a prominent part in the 
program of our annual convention at Cincinnati, 
June 27-30. Since the Catholic Periodical Index is an 
activity of the C. L. A., and its future depends almost 
entirely upon the support given by our members, it 
is only proper that readers and subscribers should be 
given an opportunity to voice their opinions on all 
matters of policy with regard to the Index. In a let- 
ter sent to Father Stinson, Brother Francis Ruhlman, 
member of the Executive Committee, and librarian of 
Dayton University, Dayton, Ohio, writes: 

May I make a suggestion at this time? What is your 
opinion of the list of periodicals indexed in the Catholic 
Periodical Index? Do you know who selected it, whether 
a group of librarians or an individual? I sometimes 
question the permanent value of some of the periodicals 
included. Is there not a possibility that some could be 
dropped and replaced by others, the change increasing 
the value of the Catholic Periodical Index? Might it 
not be good at this time to present the matter to all our 
Catholic librarians, to see if we have the best possible 

selection? 

In her letter to the editor, under COMMUNICA- 
TIONS, Miss Barrows projects several pointed ques- 
tions pertinent to the inclusion of book reviews. She 
also makes a number of practical suggestions bearing 
upon any contemplated changes of policy. Her coun- 
sel that proposed changes should not take effect be- 
fore January, 1933, merits profound consideration. 
Her studied presentation of these problems reflects an 
intelligent grasp of editorial capacity. Miss Barrows’ 
letter should be read carefully, and then given 
thought. 

Those who plan to attend the convention will have 
an opportunity of expressing their convictions in open 
sessions. Those who unfortunately cannot be present 
at Cincinnati are requested to submit their opinions 
to the editor of the Wortp, who will bring them to 
the convention and register them. In the suggested 
changes of policy in editing the Catholic Periodical 
Index, in the matter of most effectively attacking the 
important problem of greatly increased membership, 
the general sentiment of Catholic librarians should 
articulate itself either through personal expression at 
the convention next June, or through letters to the 
editor of the Wortp. 

What are your opinions? 


Pursuant to the resolution sponsored by Sister 
Agatha at the opening session of the Eastern Regional 
Conference, the following cablegram was dispatched 
to the Holy Father: 


Cardinal Pacelli, 

Vatican City, Italy. 

Catholic Library Association dedicates Eastern Re- 
gional sessions to His Holiness, Pius XI, the inspiration 
of Catholic librarians, and asks from His Holiness the 
Papal blessing. 

(Signed) M. Stinson, S.J. 
President. 


To this message the following cable reply was re- 
ceived : 


Chestnut Hill, Mass. 


Citta del Vaticano. 
Rev. M. Stinson, S.J., 

Chestnut Hill, Mass. 

Holy Father most appreciative thoughtful message. 
Willingly bestows Apostolic b.essing on Catholic Library 
Association. 

(Signed) CARDINAL PAceELLt. 
a 
DERHAM HALL LIBRARY A PRACTICAL WORK- 
SHOP FOR LIBRARY STUDENTS 
By Maser K. REINHARDT 
Librarian 

Derham Hall, preparatory school at the College 
of St. Catherine, St. Paul, Minn., prides itself in being 
a model, modern high school. Situated in the heart 
of the campus, it occupies an important place in the 
educational work of the college. In the classrooms 
at Derham Hall, the college upper-classmen are per- 
mitted to observe normal high school pupils at work 
under the guidance of experienced, well-qualified in- 
structors. Here, too, the future teachers may do their 
practice-teaching under the surveillance of the de- 
partment heads. 

Derham Hall includes as an integral part of its 
equipment, a model library which renders direct and 
tangible service in pupil-training. The carefully se- 
lected collection provides collateral reading for all 
subjects taught, and furnishes a vast browsing field 
of vocational, educational, inspirational, and recrea- 
tional books for young people, choice illustrated edi- 
tions, literary classics, outstanding modern novels, 
and magazines of all kinds. This collection is housed 
in a bright, attractive library-room, equipped with 
Library Bureau furniture, shelving, magazine rack, 
and catalog case. A few well-chosen pictures and 
reproductions of illuminated manuscripts grace the 
walls. The Library is not a study hall, but a place 
for reference work and cultural reading. Here, the 
pupil working on an economics project and the pupil 
utilizing golden minutes of leisure finds books to meet 
her particular needs and interests. Fiction books are 
permitted to circulate for the period of two weeks, 
but non-fiction, like reference books, are restricted to 
use within the library. Reserve books for the special 
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use of a class for a limited time may not be taken 
from the room, except overnight. When the “rush” 
for special books is on, the college library comes to 
the aid of the high school library by contributing 
additional copies and collateral works for the high 
school reserves. Thus, the Derham Hall Library feels 
that it has, to a large extent, the vast resources of 
the College of St. Catherine Library behind it, since 
it can easily obtain through inter-library loan, ma- 
terial which the general high school library does not 
possess. 

The Derham Hall Library is of particular interest 
to the students of the College of St. Catherine Library 
School who are permitted to do much of their observa- 
tion and practice work for their School Libraries 
course there. There they find practical illustrations 
for class problems on the equipment, book selection, 
buying, ordering, organization, administration, and 
use of the school library. Further, they may observe 
how the school library can help to illustrate and illumi- 
nate, through displays, some phase of work being 
developed in the classroom. 

a 


The Franciscan Adventure, 
(Dutton) 


In her letter which appeared in the April Wortp, Miss Agnes 
Tomczak, St. Louis University Library, pointed out the extreme 
divergence of opinion with regard to the merits of Miss Scudder’s 
The Franciscan Adventure, as enunciated in the columns of the 
Commonweal and Catholic Truth and Book Notes. Our cor- 
respondent suggested an arbiter’s decision for the guidance of 
Catholic librarians. Since criticism of Miss Scudder’s work hinges 
mainly on her appreciation, or lack of appreciation, of Francis’ 
ideals, we felt that the arbiter should be one with a proper back- 
ground, namely an eminent Franciscan. We are happy to publish 
a critical study of The Franciscan Adventure, kindly submitted at 
our request by Father Meyer, editor of the Franciscan Herald and 
Third Order Forum. We are deeply indebted to Father Meyer for 
his scholarly review, and we take this occasion to express our 
gratitude for his generosity. 

The Franciscan Adventure was listed in the Third Series of the 
Cardinal Hayes Literature Committee. The book was highly 
praised, with a mild reservation. We quote the last sentence: “On 
the whole the subject is treated from a just and unbiased angle; 
though one wishes at times that the author’s views were not so 
unmistakably influenced by the traditional Protestant opinion.” 
An examination of the reviews of this book which appeared in a 
number of our Catholic magazines, reveals an interesting cross- 
section of divergent opinion. Following Father Meyer’s review, 
we print short excerpts from several such periodicals —Ed. 


by Vida Scudder, 


In the Franciscan Adventure Vida Dutton Scudder 
reviews the history of the first hundred years of the 
Franciscan order. Rather it is the story of the 
struggle for the maintenance of the Franciscan ideal 
of poverty. The author brings to bear on the subject 
a wide knowledge of Franciscan literature, of both 
source material and the fruits of modern research. 
Likewise she is not without sympathy and under- 
standing of her subject, difficult as that subject 
naturally is for any one not of the Faith. The ma- 
terial she deals with is of the most fascinating imag- 


inable and: the style is worthy of the charm of the 
material. Some of the most prominent characters in 
the Franciscan movement hold the stage, and it so 
happens that these same characters are some of the 
most intriguingly interesting in medieval history. Be- 
sides Francis himself there are Elias ef Cortona, 
Gregory IX, Bonaventure, John Pecham and Jacopone 
da Todi, to mention only a few of the more eminent 
“orthodox” figures. 

Of course, not all that the author has to relate is 
refreshing—struggles over abstractions can scarcely 
be expected to be that, and with her subject limited 
te this particular phase of Franciscan history, that 
is all she can offer. At the same time, were the 
author’s work limited strictly to detailing the progress 
of that struggle, she would leave us a truer book. It 
is when she undertakes to give the philosophy of the 
movement that she, like many another well inten- 
tioned. Franciscanist, falls shert of the truth. To 
understand so exquisitely Catholic a thing as Francis 
and Franciscanism requires first of all a thorough, 
sympathetic knowledge of Catholic ideals, in this case 
notably of Catholic asceticism. It is no fault of the 
author’s if she lacks that knowledge, but it leaves her 
with only half am eye and. half a judgment for the 
subject she undertakes te discuss. For example, any 
such thing as a clash between Francis and the Church 
must be ruled out, likewise any thought of Francis’ 
sitting back disgruntled with human nature and the 
Church. There is one thing Francis loved more than 
any vague, indefinable ideal of poverty and service 
which he may have entertained, and that one thing 
was the Church, for he understood that ideals and 
service stand. and fall with the Church. Hence, toward 
the end his persistent insistence on authority, a point 
one school of Franciscanists persistently overlooks. 
Another example is Francis’ stand regarding property 
—it was not the heretical stand that property is 
wrong in principle, but the ascetic’s stand that prop- 
erty and money are the root of evil. At that, no one 
has yet undertaken to define in tangible terms just 
what was that ideal Francis is supposed to have been 
driving at. 

Rev. James Meyer, O. F. M., 
Editor of Franciscan Herald 
and Third Order Forum. 


Commonweal, February 3, 1932 :— 

The narrative is so lucid, the point of view usually so 
admirable, that Miss Scudder need apologize to none for 
having added another large book to the truly vast litera- 
ture of the subject. 


Studies, December, 1931 :— 

I have nothing but admiration for Miss Scoudder’s re- 
search powers. Not that she has brought to light any- 
thing new; but her bibliography is simply marvellous. 
She only omits to state—which takes the ground. from 
her whole thesis—that her master, Paul Sabatier, com- 
pletely retracted, before he died, in the year 1924, all 
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‘he had previously written about St. Francis as being 
anti-Roman. .. . ‘Had she known of Sabatier’s grand 
retraction, I-am sure she would never have produced her 
present work, so replete with erudition—sed extra viam. 


Catholic Truth and Catholic Book Notes, Nov.-Dec., 


1931 

All these, and a hundred similar are, it may be urged, 
but slight defects in so big a book. Let us concede the 
point; ‘they are slight defects, indeed, compared to the 
radical unsoundness of the whole picture of Franciscan 
‘History \presented ‘to us by Miss Scudder. She must not 
‘be blamed overmuch; she is but treading again those 
paths, so well worn by now, which Sabatier first opened. 
Like so many others she can only see the brambles and 
not the wood, hardly even the trees. 


America, April 16, 1932 :— 

This book should prove valuable to the student of 
sociology, and for ‘those anxious and desirous to delve 
deeper into Franciscan history, a selective bibliography 
is prepared. 


Catholic World, February, 1932 (article entitled 
“Franciscan Poverty”) :— 

Whilst we do not agree entirely with the thesis so 
admirably set forth by Miss Scudder we fee! justified in 
declaring that both her approach to her subject, and her 
development of her theme, are marked with a sincerity 
which we have come to expect from the best equipped 
students of Franciscan history. 


Clergy Review, April, 1932 :— 
This book belongs to that category, grown very large 
in recent years, in which Franciscanism is commended 
‘chiefly in so ‘far as it is misrepresented. . . . The author is 
sincere. Tf she misses the point of contact, it is not 
‘through shirking wide reatling and honest study. One 
does not withhold sympathy from the motives that in- 
‘spired this ‘book and its painstaking execution. 


Downside Review, January, 1932 :— 

After reading the book one is inclined to think that 
we have still to wait for the ideal historian, philosopher 
and sociologist. . . The hermitages and the contemplative 
side of Franciscan life are shown us as so much falling 
away, and the cult of personal holiness and union with 
Christ is made ‘to lock like a selfish withdrawal ‘from 
social ‘service. We are repeatedly informed that asceti- 
cism and mortification were errors of the Church from 
which we ‘have now freed ourselves. Accordingly this 
aspect of St. Francis’ attitude to poverty is passed over 
or excused. . . . The monastic orders are disparaged as 
selfish and useless. . . . Many things grate on us in read- 
ing this book, such as the determination to see parallels 
to Bolshevism in St. Francis, the superior attitude which 
leaves out of account the idea of a Church guided by 
‘the ‘Holy Spirit, the calm pronouncement on the author- 
ship of the Fourth Gospel. . . . Yet when all this is 
allowed for, the book is a valuable and useful one. 


December 26, 1931 :— 

‘We have briefly outlined Miss Scudder’s contention. 
It is open to criticism; mainly from the fact that she 
‘views the social implications of the Franciscan message 
apart from the personal mystical content of that mes- 
sage. No one can rightly and adequately expound the 
mind of ‘St. Francis and his order who does that. More- 
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over, she lacks the sense of Catholic solidarity in which 
the Franciscanism of St. Francis was embedded. 


COMMUNICATIONS 


In reply to our inquiry regarding the inclusion of 
book reviews in 1932 indexed material, Miss Bar- 
rows, editor of the Catholic Periodical Index, sent us 
such a well-thought-out presentation of the problem 
that we are publishing the greater part of her letter. 


Mr. Editor: 

Your question about book reviews will bring a longer answer 
than you asked for. I am taking the opportunity to suggest several 
questions which I ask you to share with Father Stinson; perhaps 
then it may seem well to put some of these questions to the C. L. 
A., either in the Wortp or at a meeting. 

Most of the indexers no longer send book reviews, and I am not 
including any in the 1931 copy. Of course I will do so if directed 
to; but it would take a good deal of extra time, so I have not 
supposed anyone would choose that. I even suggest leaving them 
out in 1932, for the same reason and others which will appear 
later. 

Though I, myself, have not been in favor of book reviews nearly 
so much as I desire expansion in some other ways, I have noticed 
that quite a few people want them and protest against leaving 
them out. So it is obvious that the matter should be referred to 
the C. L. A., if not to all the subscribers, and settled according to 
their wishes. But there should be a good, thorough discussion, 
for I think that some people who simply say, “We want book 
teviews,” have not stopped to think how many they want or how 
much they want them. They should be asked: 

(1) How much extra will you pay for book reviews? In space 
alone, they could amount to a tremendous addition; those we 
have indexed in the past were only a small fraction of the possible 
total. I told Miss Dougan, editor of the Reader's Guide, that 
some of our subscribers would like to have us index book reviews, 
and she said so would theirs but they “can’t afford it.” They let 
those people subscribe instead to the Book Review Digest and even 
that, I believe, is selective, far from complete in any way. 

(2) If you don’t want all the reviews, just some of them, how 
shall we make the selection? Look through the whole list of 
periodicals, we index most of them containing reviews, and see if 
you can find: (a) periodicals in which the main function of reviews 
is ‘to serve as filler among the ads, (b) periodicals which simply 
consider it a pious act to give a puff to a Catholic book and a 
slam to Sinclair Lewis, the Huxleys, etc., (c) many individual 
“reviews” which comparison shows to consist mainly of the pub- 
lisher’s notice or even just the blurb. Having ruled out these 
groups, if you know how to do it without giving offense, do you 
want all the rest? For example, the education magazines review 
many textbooks, and Anthropos reviews many technical anthro- 
pological books in several languages—should we index all those? 
And in the Commonweal, for example, should we include only 
the signed reviews or also the “Briefer mention”? 

While suggesting a fair vote to decide the above, I will tell you 
also some other things that I should like to propose for discussion. 

Should we not add a few more magazines (in English) to our 
list? ‘Especially the Clergy Review. Perhaps a few more like the 
Downside Review, the Buckfast Abbey Chronicle, etc. Perhaps 
the Catholic Medical Guardian and the Apollonian? Carmina? 
Liturgical Arts? the Catholic Choirmaster? the Sign? 

We could take on two or three Canadian periodicals at any 
time, and at the same time have a sales campaign in Canadian 
libraries. 

I would love to see the Catholic Periodical Index become more 
truly international, by adding ten or twenty of the most impor- 
‘tant Catholic periodicals in a few foreign languages (and of course 
2 sales campaign in those countries). I am sure that it would not 
be so hard as it sounds, for invariably the scholarly magazines con- 
sisting of a few long articles are less trouble to the indexer than the 
popular magazines containing many short vague articles. I think 
we could get volunteers, not necessarily librarians, but readers in 
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the various languages, who would be interested to help with such 
matter. In fact, I already have a volunteer for Credo, the best 
known Swedish Catholic monthly, if we should want that! There 
is no limit to these vistas. 

Of course we would not think of indexing the diocesan weeklies 
as such, but in comparing their contents with the somewhat ca- 
pricious selection of news and comments in our periodicals, one 
regrets to see how much important material, especially news, is 
never represented in the Catholic Periodical Index. Comparing 


different weekly papers it is easy to see that nearly all their ma- 


terial of more than local importance comes from two or three syn- 
dicates and, in my experience, is released almost simultaneously. 
Now if we could receive that matter from the syndicate just as the 
papers do, and index it with simply the syndicate name (e.g. 
N CWCNS) and the release date, that would make the Catholic 
Periodical Index an approximate index to Catholic news in all the 
diocesan weeklies. Wouldn’t that be valuable? 

After indicating glorious ambitions, I now come down to a 
lowly proposal for the immediate future. It is: While the people 
think and talk about these or other schemes of expansion and im- 
provement and come to a few decisions, let such decisions not take 
effect before Jan., '33. My reasons are: (1) that the plans should 
be well laid before beginning any important change: (2) that our 
work should catch up to current numbers before we attempt any- 
thing new. I believe that the worst defect of the Catholic Periodi- 
cal Index is that it is, and always has been, so far behind the times. 
And will be, until we make a great effort to catch up and to stay 
abreast of current issues. My first and chief desire, though I can’t 
promise it, is to have the 1932 Catholic Periodical Index finished 
in Jan. '33, or very soon after. Then perhaps we could issue 
quarterlies. 

As for changes in style, let it be understood that if we have 
a three-year cumulation ('30, 31, 32) the new style should begin 
to be used in Jan., '33, but should be decided on in time for me 
to issue instructions to indexers (badly needed anyhow) in Dec., 
32. However, if we are to have a four-year cumulation, hardly 
any change in style or arrangement should be made before Jan., ’34. 


Sincerely yours, 


a 


That the proposal of Mr. Wilson and Miss Barrows 
under which the Catholic Periodical Index will be 
published has elicited universal approval among mem- 
bers is evidenced by the numerous letters of satisfac- 
tion which have been received by Father Stinson. 
Owing to limited space, we print excerpts from but 
a few of these encouraging messages.—Ed. 


The April number arrived just now. I was very glad when 
reading the first article. 


Marion Barrows. 


F. S. Berrten, S.J. 
Marquette University, 
Milwaukee. a a 


. we will be behind you in whatever course you adopt. We 
will take our share of the loss or gain as the case may be. I 
am certain, however, that if the Wilson Company takes over the 
publication as it was proposed, the C. P. J. will meet with success. 
Mavrice D. 
Assisiant to the Librarian. 
Fordham University, 
New York City. a « 
Your circular relating to the C. P. J. has come to me, and I am 
jubilant beyond words over the excellent arrangement you have 
effected. The Association will be forever indebted to you. 
Cotman J. Farrer, O.S.B. 
St. Benedict’s College, 
Atchison, Kan. 


I was very pleased to receive your letter to the cooperating 
indexers of the C. P. J. . . . I think the proposal is very sane and 
I shall try to persuade those who through any effort of mine sub- 
scribed to the work of the first year to subscribe to the 1931 an- 
nual. 


Rosary College, 
River Forest, Ill. 


Sister Mary Reparata, O.P. 


a 


Your letter of information regarding the Catholic Periodical 
Index sounds most encouraging. It is only if carried on in such 
a business-like manner that such an undertaking will succeed. If 
we can carry it on a year or two more, I am sure Mr. Wilson will 
continue even the indexing of it. With congratulations and thanks 
to you for this last achievement, and all good wishes for its con- 
tinued success. 


College of St. Catherine, 
St. Paul, Minn. 


Sister Marie 


It is a great pleasure to learn through your letter received this 
morning that the 1931 volume of the Catholic Periodical Index 
is to be published and that the work will continue. I shall be 
glad to cooperate to the best of my ability. 

Epitn H. Jarsoe. 
Catholic Action, 
Washington, D. C. 
a a 


It is a real pleasure to know that the 1931 cumulated volume of 
the C. P. I. will soon be a reality. 


Our Lady of the Lake College, 
San Antonio, Texas. 


The copy of Mr. Wilson’s letter has been read with great interest. 
I do not wonder that you feel that this proposition of his is more 
than a mere ray of light in this difficult situation of the C. P. J. 
It seems to me to be, under the circumstances, a very generous 
proposal and I heartily approve of it. It does look and sound 
good for us. 


Sister M. INCARNATA. 


Paut R. Byrne. 
Notre Dame University, 
Notre Dame, Ind. 
a a 
Your letter of the 7th at hand. It surely contained good news, 
for it looked as though the 1931 volume of the C. P. J. would not 
be forthcoming, and in fact the entire future of the C. P. J. 
seemed anything but bright. One certainly has to admire the 
splendid spirit shown by Mr. Wilson and the H. W. Wilson Co. 
Francis H. Runiman, S.M. 
University of Dayton, 
Dayton, Ohio. 


Merely to let our readers know that our monthly 
is being read with interest in Europe, we are printing 
a few lines from a letter sent to Father Stinson.by Mr. 
Coldwell, the enterprising Catholic bookseller of Lon- 
don, who is a member of the C. L. A—Ed. 


My dear FatHer STINSON: 

I am glad to say that I regularly receive your excellent publica- 
tion, THe CatHotic Liprary Wortp. It is a journal full of 
interest and one which should do much towards a better under- 
standing of the technique of library work. More power to your 
elbow, and my good wishes for your continued success. 

Bernarv G. CoLpwEL. 

Red Lion Passage, 

London, England. 
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